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The Conprehensive Plan for Union Township contains data on
existrng condrtions, a staternent of planning obiectrves.
plans for future land use, maJor thorbughfar6s, ionurunrty
facrlities, open space and recreation, public utrlitres,
and conservatron and rehabili.tation. The basic aun of the
Plan i-s to provide a g,ride for the developrnent of the
Township in a rnnner whi.ch will protect and presewe the
natural anenitres, stabilize the tax base and produce a
healthful, safe and desirable conururnity.



RESOLUTION OF TI{1, BOAJTD OF SUPERVIS]Rs
UNIoN TOlrNSllIP, WASIIINGTON COLTNTY

PEM{STLVA,\IA

WHEREAS, the Union Township Plaruring Conmission has been created and appoiated to consider anong
other things long-range plans for the growth of the Township; ard

I*ILREA,S, the Planning Cormission has obtained and utilized the sewices of Beclonan, Swenson F"

Associates, professional City Planners, ed surdies, surveys, and analyses of probable growth
trends, objectives, arul needs have been completed; and

ITIIEREAS, plans and policies affecting the future of Union Tovmship have been formtlated, adopted
and reconmerrded by the Plarnirtg Connission; and

MIi:RLAS, the Union Tounship Board of fupervisors has held hearings with the Planning Corrnission
on the Conprehensive PIan and has held a public hearing in the manner prescribed by 1aw; ald

ITIIEREAS, it is in the best interests of the conurunity and its people, both indlvidually and
collectively, to establish a nunicipal policy for future growth; and

kliLREAS, it is the responsibility of the Board of Supewisors to utilize foresight to assist and
guride themselves and others in the affairs of the Township;

NOh' llLLRbFORIl, ItE IT RESOLIIID lly TltE BOARD 0F SJPEFVISORS OF 'lHE TOI|NS|IIP OF INION, CCLJNTY 0F
I\IASIINGTON, COI'$I}.I}{EALT}I OF PEMISYLVANIA:

TIIAT this docunent with all plans, maps, sketches, and text constitutes the Ccrprehens:.ve Plan
for the future developnent of Union To*nship"

ADOPTUD T1IIS Dr\Y OF A. D"

Charrnan

1{l l.t]5l

Secr€tary



I N T R O D U C T I O N  

Location, History and Gemral Backgramd 

Union Tamship is situated along the Monagahela River in the extreme northeastern corner of 
Washington Camty, abcut thirteen a i r  miles due south of Pittsburgh's Golden Triangle. I t  
is part of an eight-state region which contains the world's greatest concentration of indus- 
t r ia l  wealth. 

The Tawnship may be characterized as a relatively rural, rather sparsely developed canamity. 
Urban land uses o c c w  less than fifteen per cent of the Tamsh i  's sixteen square miles. 
Historically, land develappent in Washington County and Union Town sf: i p  has been directly re- 
lated to agriculture and mining. The area's topography and grazing lands accamaodated the 
raising of livestock and Washington Ccunty became one of the State's most abundant 
ducers of dairy products. A t  one time, grain crops ranked the County as one of the hiJ% 
grain producers in the State. 

Althcugh the grain crop was of high quality, the fanners failed to profit from their labors 
due to the high cost of transporting their products to market. A s  a result, many farmers 
constructed dist i l leries and produced crude whiskey and malt liquors which brought relative- 
ly high prices a t  the eastern market. Since the production of whiskey had become the major 
source of income for the farmers of this Region, the government excise tax of twenty-five 
cents on each gallon led to several local disturbances as the farmers revolted against the 
tax. A grcup of Union Tcwnship area men, who becane known as the Mingo Creek Society, re- 
fused to register their stills and pay the tax. The Mingo Meeting Hall was the location 
where these fanners met and planned their warnings and attacks on the men who registered 
their stills and did pay the taxes. Many properties were turned and guns were used to drive 
governaent tax agents cut of the area. Althaugh sane local citizens tried to keep lrr and 
order, it finally became necessary to &end in Federal Troops to quiet the disorders. Ihe 
result of the Western Insurrection, otherwise knm as the 'Whiskey Rebe l l id ,  was that the 
tax was lowered to seven cents per gallon. 

Ihe Mingo Presbyterian Church was constructed in 1832 on the site of the log cabin meeting 
hall. Another stlucture of historic significance is the Old Stone Church which was con- 
structed in 1817 on a tract of land given by Robert Jams. The Mingo Chlrch and the Old 
Stone Church served as the location of most raligiars and social activit ies for the widely 
scattered residents for many years. 

Finleyville and Gastamille were named after the original land awners who settled in Union 
Township. lWo of the family haws still stand in the centers of these two camunities. 
Ihe Gaston House was built by Sauuel Gastan in 1800 and a conhination sawmill and grist 
mill was constructed on this property in 1807. Mders  of the Gaston Family.lived inithis 
house until 1963. The Finley House was constructed in 1826 by Robert Finley! the son of 
the original sett ler, John Finley. Robert Finley was a General in the Wash~ngton County 
Militia and was the f i r s t  Postmaster of Finleyville. The frame section of the hcuse served 


